
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed 

me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, 
in prison and you visited me.' 'Amen, I say to you, 

whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, 
you did for me.                                          

Mt.25:35-36;40 

Facts about Biliary Atresia 
What is Biliary Atresia? 
Biliary atresia is a relatively rare disease affecting 
about one in every 10,000 to 20,000 infants soon 
after birth. The bile duct outside the liver carry-
ing bile from the liver to the small intestine is 
damaged. This prevents bile from leaving the 
liver so it is accumulated there causing progres-
sive damage to the liver tissue. In addition, there 
is ongoing damage to smaller bile ducts inside 
the liver. Unless bile flow can be established, 
liver function is gradually lost and affected chil-
dren rarely survive beyond two years. 

What causes the disease? 
The cause of biliary atresia is unknown. It is not 
contagious, so it cannot be passed from one 
child to another. It is not hereditary, nor can it 
be attributed to any specific aspect of prenatal 
care. Researchers currently believe that some 
process causes inflammation and blockage of the 
bile ducts.  

What precautions should be taken?  
No precautions are possible as biliary atresia oc-
curs without warning, only in infants and is not 
passed from one person to another. 

When is a liver transplant necessary? 
When it proves difficult or impossible to achieve 
adequate bile flow and liver failure develops, liver 
transplantation is a final option. Replacing the 
liver in this way is successful in about 75% of 
cases. The largest obstacle to the successful treat-
ment of all children with liver failure from biliary 
atresia is the relative lack of liver donors in this 
age group for transplantation. 

What are the typical symptoms? 
Biliary atresia is usually diagnosed during the first 
two months of life. Common signs are:      
1. Newborn jaundice that does not improve by 
four weeks of age especially if it appears after 
two weeks of age 
2. Dark urine and pale, clay-colored stools 
3. Enlarged liver or swollen abdomen 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

From her Father, Mio 
I can still remember when my 3rd daughter 
was born and that even on the 2nd day of 
her birth I still have not decided what name 
to give her. A lot of our close relatives and 
friends suggested names but it just doesn't fit 
her. I just knew that my newborn baby has 
something unique in her that her name 
should reflect that uniqueness.  
And boom ! I know, this baby from now on 
will be called “Myonique”. 
And indeed, after her 5th month we all saw 
and experienced her uniqueness. She has this 
gift that made us all realized how life can be 
so precious.  
Precious in the sense that every moment is 
treasured, taking our lives one day at the 
time, not looking at the days ahead of us. 
Realizing that God will always be there guid-
ing us and in the end, he will shows us the 
way.  
I just can not think of a way to thank 
Myonique because even if still can not talk or 
express how she feels she already made us 
better parents.  
And as I promised God when I decided to 
build this family that I will be a good father 
as He did to all of us.  
Please, help us in this time of trial. 
 
From her Mother, Jen 
The saddest part of my life is seeing 
Myonique suffering from this kind of illness. 
I couldn't eat, I feel depressed and keep on 
thinking why and how this has happened. 
But I realized that I still have two daughters 
who needs my attention, love and care.  
As we go along with the treatment going 
back and forth the hospital, I saw hope be-
cause of what our doctor has told us. “Don’t 
worry Mommy, pera lang ang kailangan and 
this will be all over’”  

Contact Information: 
Ramiro Belialba / Jennifer Belialba, Parents 
737 Sunstone Street, Palmera Hills 2, Taytay, 
Rizal 
 
Tel # 669-0409, 409-4021 & 853-4166 
Cell Phone # 09189089050, 09204800932 

Help Us Save Baby MYONIQUE 
When Myonique was born, 
she’s like her Ate Myonna, 
maputi, with rosy cheeks 
and pink lips.  After a few 
days, we all noticed her 
jaundice, but we didn’t 
really took it seriously, since 
my two daughters were also 

like that.  So, as we normally do, we took 
Myonique to her pediatrician for her monthly 
checkup.  We told the pediatrician of Myonique’s 
paninilaw, he just told us to monitor the jaun-
dice.  On her 3rd month, he did not ask us to 
send Myonique for clinical test despite the obvi-
ous changes in her stool, color of eyes and skin, 
and her being irritable. 
 
We all thought that everything was alright, till we 
consulted another pediatrician.  Upon seeing 
Myonique, she immediately told us to take her to 
a Pedia Gastroenterologist for testing.  After the 
tests, we were all shocked.  The doctor said that 
our baby is suffering from biliary atresia.  It is a 
rare disease that affects 1 out of 20,000 infants 
and only liver transplantation can save her.  But 
what made me really sad is when the doctor said 
that we might have prevented this if we had 
Myonique operated on when she was 2 or3 
months old. 
 
I don’t want to blame anyone for what had hap-
pened, but it really hurts us to know that we have 
missed the first opportunity to save Myonique.  
Now, that we have another chance to save her 
with a transplant, my wife, Jen, and I will do 
whatever it will take to give Myonique the cure 
she deserves. 
 
So, I appeal to you with the rest of the Belialba 
and Villamor Family to help us raise fund for the 
needed liver transplant of Myonique.  Our doc-
tor said that we need at least P4M for the hospi-
talization to be done in Taiwan, my wife as her 
donor. Please help us save Baby Myonique. 

We may not be able to pay you back but we 
promise to give it back to those who will be 
on the same situation.  This is a commitment 
that we will be giving you and God for help-
ing us. 
 
From her Ate Myonna (5 yrs old), when asked; 
Sana mawala na sakit ni Yuki, 
Pagalingin ni Jesus si Yuki kasi kawawa na-
man si Yuki, mag thank you ako 
Sana huag nang magkasakit pag galing nya 
Malulungkot ako, gusto ko kasi ng baby. 
 
From her Ate Nayomi (3 yrs old), while praying in 
the church; 
The name of the father, son and the holy 
spirit, Bless Yuki. Bless Mommy, Bless 
Daddy, Bless Myonna ... 
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